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T h i s c o l l e c t i o n o f essays p r o v i d e s a good i n t r o d u c t i o n to t h e t h e m e s t h a t d o m i n a t e d 
Z a m b i a n p o l i t i c s i n t h e sevent i e s . T h e m a t e r i a l w h i c h t h e a u t h o r s co l l ec ted d u r i n g 
t h e f inst g e n e r a l e l e c t i on u n d e r a o n e - p a r t y c o n s t i t u t i o n p r o v i d e s t h e core o f t h e book . 
T h e y have e x p a n d e d t h e i r scope so t h a t these e l e c t i o n s are seen as p a r t o f a b r o a d e r 
process o f t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s a t i o n of o n e - p a r t y i s m . T h e m o s t successful essay i n t h i s 
respect is C h e i r y G e r t z e r s Dissent and Authority in the Zamhian One-Party State 
1973-80. She dea ls here w i t h those aspects of Z a m b i a n p o l i t i c s t h a t a r e e s sent ia l a n d 
m o s t i n t i - i g u i n g . S h e r i g h t l y sees p a r l i a m e n t as a f o r u m f r o m w h i c h g o v e r n m e n t w a s 
c o n t i n u o u s l y c h a l l e n g e d . T h i s c r i t i c i s m was n o t r e s t r i c t e d to t h e b a c k b e n c h because 
f r o n t b e n c h e r s also c o u l d i n d u l g e i n i t a n d s u c h a s i t u a t i o n was n o t seen as 
p a r a d o x i c a l . P a r l i a m e n t was , h o w e v e r , o n l y one o f t h e n u m e r o u s p l a t f o r m s f r o m 
w h i c h g o v e r n m e n t was c r i t i c i s e d . A d i n n e r o f t h e L a w S o c i e t y o f Z a m b i a , a c h u r c h 
paper a n d , above a l l , t h e t r a d e u n i o n m o v e m e n t were f o r u m s of o p p o s i t i o n . O n t h e 
one h a n d , t h i s shows t h e res i l i ence of Z a m b i a t i s i n d e f y i n g a u t h o i i t y , on t h e o t h e r i t 
.shows t h a t o n e - p a r t y i s m a n d t h e p r e s i d e n t i a l s y s t e m a l l ow o r g a n i s a t i o n s t o f u n c t i o n 
w i t h a large degree of a u t o n o m y i n Z a m b i a c o m p i i r e d lo o t h e r A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s . T h i s 
s h o w s t h e m y s t e r i o u s s ide o f t h e Z a m b i a n p o l i t i c a l .system: i t c a n a p p e a r so 
repress ive a t o n e t i m e — for e x a m p l e , d u r i n g t h e mass d e t e n t i o n s of suspected m e m ­
bers of t h e U n i t e d Progress ive P a r t y ( l . ' P P ) i n 1971 — a n d yet a l l o w v i g o r o u s op ­
p o s i t i o n a few years l a t e r . 

O t h e r papers i n t h i s book d o not o f fer such s t i m u l a t i n g o b s e r v a t i o n s , m a i n l y because 
sources a r e n o t t rea te f l p r o p e r l y a n d t h e r e f o r e , give n o i n s i g h t i n Z a m b i a n p o l i t i c s . 
B a y l i e s a n d Sze f te l i d e n t i f y t h e r ise of t h e Z a m b i a n bus iness class as t h e m a j o r ex­
p l a i n i n g v a r i a t i l e i n Z a m h i a n p o l i t i c s . T h e y i d e n t i f y M P s as b u s i n e s s m e n or p r o p e r t y 
o w n e r s b u t t h e y d o n o t m a k e c lear d i s t i n c t i o n s w i t h respect t o size a n d n a t u r e of t h e i r 
e n t e r p r i s e s . T h e y t u g u e " w e h a v e f o u n d i t u s e f u l i n t h e genera l c a t e g o r i s a t i o n of 
M . P . s to l u m p a l l those business i n t e r e s t s i n t o a n i n i t i a l , s i n g l e category o f 
b u s i n e s s m e n " (p .74 ) . I a m a t a loss t o see t h e sense o f t r e a t i n g s o m e o n e w h o m a y 
o w n a large fleet o f l o r r i e s t h a t p r o v i d e a s t eady i n c o m e as s i m i l a r t o s o m e o n e w h o 
m a y o w n a store t h a t i s e m p t y , a bar w i t h o u t beer a n d a f a r m u n d e r ' w e e d s . 
I t is c r u c i a l , i n o r d e r t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
b e t w e e n w e a l t h p o l i t i c s , t o d i s t i n g u i s h be tween those w h o w e r e 
bus iness b e f o r e e n t e r i n g p o l i t i c s a n d p o l i t i c i a n s w h o set u p businesses . B a y l i e s a n d 
Sze f te l m a k e t h i s d i s t i n c t i o n as w e l l : " m a n y a c q u i r e d such i n t e r e s t s a f t e r t h e 
a c q u i s i t i o n of p u b l i c o f f i c e " (p .71) . T h e y do not i n d i c a t e , h o w e v e r , h o w m a n y , h o w 
these w e r e i d e n t i f i e d , n o r d o t h e y p r o v i d e a s i m p l e o r e x t e n d e d case s t u d y t o 
i l l u s t r a t e e ssent ia l m e c h a n i s m s o f c a p i t a l a c c u m u l a t i o n . T h e y refer t o a n o t h e r 
o f t h e i r p u b l i c a t i o n s f o r such v i t a l i n f o r m a t i o n . T h e y d o n o t i d e n t i f y i n d i v i d u a l s 
w h e r e t h a t w o u l d m a k e m a t t e r s c l e a r a n d t h e theses t h e y d e f e n d r e m a i n , t h e r e f o r e . 
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v a g u e . For e x a m p l e , " e i g h t e e n of t h e w i n n e r s ( i n t h e p a r l i a m e n t a r y e l e c t i ons ) were 
k n o w n to have o w n e d large , v e r y large or m u l t i p l e e n t e r p r i s e s , a n d f ive o t h e r s were 
large l a n d - o w n e r s or c o m m e r c i a l f a r m e r s " (p . 67) . I f these p e o p l e h a d been n a m e d 
t h e n t h i s s t a t e m e n t w o u l d h a v e become v e r i f i a b l e . T h e y c l a i m t o base s u c h 
s t a t e m e n t s o n r esearch i n i n s t i t u t i o n s t h a t are open to t h e p u b l i c — for e x a m p l e , t h e 
C o m p a n y Reg is ter or c a d a s t r a l s t r i p m a p s of t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s L a n d Use Services 
D i v i s i o n , so w h y d o t h e y have t o r e m a i n vague as t o w h o is invo lved ' . ' 

T h e i r vagueness a b o u t t h e ac tors a n d t h e i r p e r s o n a l a t t r i l n i t e s is c o u p l e d w i t h a great 
c o n f i d e n c e on t h e p a r t of t h e a u t h o r s t h a t t h e y have p e n e t r a t e d t h e w o r l d of Z a m b i a n 
p o l i t i c s . I t w o u l d have been b e t t e r i f t h e y w o u l d have p o i n t e d o u t t h e u n c e r t a i n t i e s 
t h a t are u n a v o i d a b l e i n t h i s k i n d of r e search . F o r e x a m p l e , " t h e d i f f i c u l t y of i d e n ­
t i f y i n g U P P . sympath i sers e n s u r e d t h a t U P P s u p p o r t c o u l d n o t be f u l l y ' f lu .sbed o u t ' o f 
U N I P a n d t h a t U N I P o f f i c i a l s c o u l d never be c e r t a i n t h a t t h e y h a d succeeded i n " e x -
p e l l i n g such d i s s i d e n t s " (p . 147). U F P was a n i l l e g a l p a r t y a n d , t h e r e f o r e , i t was i m ­
poss ib le t o j u d g e w h i c h p a r t was u n d e r g r o u n d , as t h e y w e r e p r e p a r e d for r e p r e s s i o n . 
T h a t was n o t o n l y a d i f f i c u l t y for U N I P o f f i c i a l s b u t for p o l i t i c a l s c i e n t i s t s as w e l l . 
Y e t , t h e r e is n o h i n t a t such c o m p l i c a t i o n s i n t h e access t o d a t a i n a s t a t e m e n t t h a t 
" w h a t m a d e t h e m ( U P P leaders o n t h e C o p p e r b e l t ) a g r o u p , m u c h m o r e t h a n t h e i r 
B e m b a p a r e n t a g e , was t h e i r u r b a n p o l i t i c a l r e c o r d " (p. 134). T h i s is based o n 
" d e t a i l e d b i o g i a p h i c a l d a t a d r a w n f r o m b o t h d o c u m e n t a r y sources a n d f r o m i n ­
t e r v i e w s w i t h t h o s e m o s t i n v o l v e d " (p . 159). H o w d o y o u i d e n t i f y those most i n ­
v o l v e d i n a n i l l e g a l p o l i t i c a l party'? W h y are t h e d o c u m e n t a r y sources n o t s p a i f i c a l l y 
n a m e d ? D i d a n y of those sources o r i g i n a t e f r o m t h e U P P offices? 

.Some h a r d ev idence is a v a i l a b l e on such issues b u t t h e a u t h o r s d o n o t d r a w u p o n 
t h a t . For e x a m p l e , one does n o t find a l i s t of n a m e s a n d b a c k g r o u n d s o f t h e execut ive 
t h a t U P P p r e s e n t e d at t h e i r i n a u g u r a l press con ference . I a n S c o t t a n a l y s e d t h e soc ia l 
b a c k g r o u n d of those d e t a i n e d d u r i n g t h e U P P p e r i o d as p u b l i s h e d i n t h e G o v e r m n e n t 
Gaze t te T h a t p r o v i d e s concrete ev idence f r o m w h i c h l i m i t e d c o n c l u s i o n s c a n be 
d r a w n as i t is , of cour.se, n o t c e r t a i n t h a t those d e t a i n e d w e r e a c t u a l l y i n v o l v e d . 
M a n y of t h e m d e n i e d v e h e m e n t l y t h a t t h e y h a d a n y t h i n g t o d o w i t h U P P . T h i s d a t a 
is n o t r e f e r r e d t o i n t h i s book . 

T h e r e s u l t is t h a t t h e a u t h o r s become too se lect ive i n h a n d l i n g sources a n d s i m p l i f y 
r e a l i t y . T h e i r t i e a t m e n t of s e c o n d a r y sources i l l u s t r a t e s t h a t as w e l l . For e x a m p l e , i t is 
i m p o r t a n t to u n d e r s t a n d t h e c o n f l i c t s b e t w e e n t rade u n i o n s a n d t h e n a t i o n a l i s t 
m o v e m e n t as such c o n f l i c t s are a p e r s i s t e n t t h e m e i n Z a m b i a n p o l i t i c s . T h e l i t e r a t u r e 
on t h i s t o p i c of fers m a n y c o n f l i c t i n g i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s , y e t t h e a u t h o r s dea l w i t h t h i s 
m a t t e r as i f t h e r e are no d o u b t s . W h e r e d i d t h e y find t h e ev idence t h a t " b y 1955 
m o s t o f t h e m ( t r a d e u n i o n i s t s ) h e l d posts i n t h e A N C o n t h e ( ^ o p p e r b e l t " (p . 124). 
A n d r e w R o b e r t s w r o t e i n h i s a u t h o r i t a t i v e A History of Zambia t h a t " A f r i c a n m i n e r s , 
ex cep t at M u f ' u l i r a c o m p l e t e l y i gnored the c a l l to ' n a t i o n a l p r a y e r ' d u r i n g t h e protes t 
a g a i n s t F e d e r a t i o n i n 1953. I n fac t a s t r i k e c a l l b y congress was i g n o r e d . Congress 
f o u n d i t h a r d t o o b t a i n d i rec t c o n t i o l over m i n e w o r k e r s , w h o t e n d e d to h x i k to t h e 
u n i o n for n e a r l y a l l s o l u t i o n s t o t h e i r p r o b l e m s " : ' T h e a u t h o r s c l a i m t h a t t h e r e w e r e 
m a n y ' p e r s o n a l ' l i n k s b e t w e e n t r a d e u n i c m s a'nd t h e n a t i o n a l i s t m o v e m e n t . T h i s 
makes i t h a r d to u n d e r s t a n d w h y t h e s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n U N I P s u p p o r t e r s a n d 
K a t i l u n g u a n d b i s f o l l o w e r s h a d to be so b i t t e r . T h e y m e n t i o n o n l y . J o h n C h i s a t a by 
n a m e as a t r a d e u n i o n i s t w h o was i n t h e n a t i o n a l i s t m o v e m e n t a t t h e s a m e t i m e 

15" 



T h e r e is n o a n a l y s i s o f t h e peop le w h i ' were i n v o l v e d i n t h i s s t r u g g l e a n d t h e i r f u r t h e r 
career i n p o l i t i c s (p . 134) . I a n H e n d e r s o n suggests t h a t t h e r e was a b i g r i f t b e t w e e n 
U N I P m i n d e d t r a d e u n i o n i s t s a n d o thers . H e t a l k s a b o u t t h e ' e d u c a t e d m e n ' i n t h e 
n a t i o n a l i s t l e a d e r s h i p w h o c a p t u r e d t h e t r a d e u n i o n m o v e m e n t f r o m - t h e ' g e n u i n e ' 
w o r k e r s . ' H a r r i e s Jones has des c r ibed U N I P , o n t h e c o n t r a r y , as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f 
t h e poores t a n d a n t i - e l i t i s t . " T h e a u t h o r s a d h e r e . t o t h e l a t t e r v e r s i o n (p . 1 2 3 ) . T h e y 
are e n t i t l e d to t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r v i s i o n on C o p p e r b e l t p o l i t i c s , b u t t h e y s h o u l d take ac ­
c o u n t of c o n t r a d i c t o r y e v i d e n c e . 

T h e paper o n L u a p u l a p r o v i n c e d e p i c t s t h e p r o v i n c e as c o m p l e t e l y u n d e r t h e 
h e g e m o n y of U N I P . B a t e s ' s t u d y of L u a p u l a p r o v i n c e is r e f e r red to , b u t n o m e n t i o n 
is m a d e a b o u t t h e lack o f enthu . s iasm for U N I P i n t h e L u a p u l a v a l l e y t h a t he records . 
T h o s e i n t h e L u a p u l a va l l ey wfere .said to be ' l a zy p o l i t i c a l l y ' because t h e y were ' t oo 
busy to do p a r t y w o r k ' . * A p p a r e n t l y , t h e r e was n o t such a n enthu .s iasm for U N I P t o 
be f o u n d a m o n g . p e o p l e i n t h e f i s h i n g bus iness . T h a t is a t v a r i a n c e w i t h t h e p r o p o s i t i o n 
t h a t p o l i t i c s is a m a j o r c o n c e r n for peop le w i t h business i n t e r e s t s t h a t is d e f e n d e d i n 
t h i s b o o k . I n t h i s respect , i t is also s t r i k i n g t h a t i t is n o t m e n t i o n e d t h a t t h e r e a r e 
m a n y J e h o v a h ' s W i t n e s s e s i n t h e L u a p u l a P r o v i n c e w h o kx )k askance a t p o l i t i c s . 
E l s e w h e r e i n Z a m b i a , t h e J e h o v a h ' s W i t n e s s e s a p p e a r e d to be s t r o n g l y r e p r e s e n t e d 
a m o n g e m e r g i n g c a p i t a l i s t o r i e n t e d enterpr i ses . * ! T h i s suggests t h a t there m a y be 
bus iness i n t e r e s t s t h a t prefer to keep t h e i r d i s t a n c e f r o m p o l i t i c s . 

Y e t , we s h o u l d be g r a t e f u l f o r t h e p u b h c a t i o n o f t h i s book . A s m e n t i o n e d above , 
some p a r t s are very s t i m u l a t i n g a n d the b o o k c o n t a i n s m u c h u s e f u l d a t a as w e l l , f o r 
e x a m p l e , on t h e r a t e of r e - e l e c t i o n of M P s . I t m a y s p u r .some peop le t o c o n t i n u e t o 
research t h i s f a s c i n a t i n g p e r i o d a n d a c r i t i c a l use of t h i s book w i l l be a g rea t 
s t i m u l u s . I t i s , t h e r e f o r e , r e g r e t t a b l e t h a t t h e book does n o t c o n t a i n a c o m p l e t e l i s t o f 
c a n d i d a t e s a n d r e s u l t s i n t h e 1973 a n d 1968 e l e c t i ons w h i c h w o u l d be v e r y h e l p f u l for 
f u r t h e r r e search . T h e book is b e a u t i f u l l y p r o d u c e d by M a n c h e s t e r U n i v e r s i t y Press . 

References : 

1. I . S c o t t , " P a r t y P o l i t i c s i n Z a m b i a : A S t u d y of the O r g a n i s a t i o n of the U n i t e d N a t i o n a l -
I n d e p e n d e n c e P a r t y ( U n p u b l i s h e d P h . D . T h e s i s ) T o r o n t o 1976 p 167 

2. A . R o b e r t s , A history of Zambia. L o n d o n ; H e i n e m a n n 1976 p. 219 
3. I . H e n d e r s o n , The Origins of Nationalism in East and Central Africa: the Zambian Case. 

J o u r n a l of A f r i c a n H i s t o r y , 11, 4 (1970) p. 600. 
4. P . H a r r i e s J o n e s , Freedom arid Labour. O x f o r d : T h e C l a r e n d o n P r e s s 197.5 p. 154. 
5. R . H . B a t e s , Rural Responses to Industrialisation, A Study of Village Zambia. N e w H a v e n , 

Y a l e U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s 1976 p. 81 . 
6. N . L o n g , ScK'ial Change and the Individual: A study of the .social and religious responses to 

innovation. M a n c h e s t e r , M a n c h e s t e r U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s 1968. 


