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THE RISE AND DECLINE OF THE NIGERIAN
YOUTH MOVEMENT, 1934 — 1941

S. O. Arifalo*

The Nigerian Youth Movement (NYM), formed in 1934, was the first political
organisation in Nigeria to make real and determined effo
the anti-colonialists and the politically conscious and arti

of political ideas and the emergence of political parties in Nigeria since 194].
This paper examines the origin of the NYM, its aims and objectives, its major ac-
tivities and its contributions to the political development in Nigeria. In addition, it

ine of the movement and the reper-
cussions of that decline. The political environment i

is discussed as background information.

THE GROWTH OF NIGERIAN NATIONALISM, 1920 —1939

As Cole has pointed out, the problem of whether nationalism existed in Nigeria
before the Second World War or not depends on the definition of nationalism.' If
nationalism is defined as a consciousness which makes all Nigerians, or even most
Nigerians, place their national identity before their ethnic or regional identity, then
Nigerian nationalism is still in the embryonic stage. But nationalim may also be con-
Ceptualised as a shared national or pan-Nigerian consciousness among the educated,
even if the vast majority of the people in the country do not share such feelings of
nationalism. It is a matter of political leadership. That the educated elite in Nigeria un-
der the banner of nationalism were able to lead the country into independence canno: be
denied. If the latter conception of nationalism is accepted, then nationalism existed in
Nigeria before Hite Second World War.

During the periéd under review Nigeria's educated elite fervently believed in the
concept of a single Nigerian nationalism and they tried to speak for Nigeria on matters
affecting the whole country. It is truethat they were based mainly in Lagos. But lagos
Was the main centre of power in the country, and the Lagos politicians were seen by the
educated people in the rest of the country as their representatives. The Lagos newspapers
Were full of the reports of the grievances of people from all over the country. The crucial
issue should be whether the actions and the words of the educated elite as political
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ship. It was argued that, at heart, they retained thejr “pagan”
claimed to accept the christian fait'+.5 Certainly. there were
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time prices fell so low that primary-

less for their farm products. At the
ternal trade was £30,294.000 7 In |

the period of depression, 1930-38. During this
producing oountries like Nigeria obtained less and
peak of the boom in 1929 the value of Nigeria’s ex-
931 the total value of Nigeria's exports and imports
amounted to approximately £ 17,000,000 In 1924—25 Nigeria received 3 d a pound
for its “American” cotton. In 1930 —31. it received as little as half a penny. The quan-
tity exported dropped from 34,500 bales to 14,000. In 1930 —31, palm oil and kernels
nearly maintained their level of production, the quantity being 360,000 tons as against
390,000, but the value diminished from £6,928,000 t0 £3,672,000.8 The government
revenue was also seriously affected and fel by over thirty Per cent, since the greater part
of this was derived from custom duties on imports. Wages fell by twenty-five to thirty
percent in certain government establishments below what was regarded as normal. The
average daily wage of labourers was 9d.° The consequent retrenchment and unem-
ployment provided an opportunity for the Nigeri
ment.' They castigated the government for poor financia, management during the
trade boom and bad policy’ during the economic depression. While talking of the
government'’s “spending propensity” in 1928, Adeniyi-Jones described Nigeria as “a
Paradise for European Civil Servants” which had yet to be excelled. He said that “by its
liberal allowances to its members the Civil Service must be not only the most ex-
Pensive, but the most coveted of the Colonial services ! By criticising and castigating
the colonjal administration for the economic difficulties of the people,
Political leaders were directly or indirectly stimulating political
Nationa] awareness in the country.
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nli.itional consciousness. In 1912,
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Students in London could meet and discuss )

dependent diplomas in a number of disciplines

economics and engineering. The establishment of the college was severely criticised by
the Nigerian intelligentsia on the following gro

unds.?! In the first place, the oollege was
inferior in status to a British Universtiy. Secohdly, the certificates to be awarded by the
institution were also inferior and the graduates of the college would be expected to hold
positions that would be subordinate to those held by graduates of British Universities in
the same disciplines. Before, there had been talk of A fricanisation of the civil service of
the country and Nigerian nationalistis thought that the stablishm_ent of the Yaba
College was a subtle device by tue British Government to impair this legitimate am-
bition. In the third place, the certificates to be awarded by the institution would only en-
joy recognition in Nigeria and would not command any respect or recognition outside
the country. Finally, even though the diplomas were 1o be inferior to University
degrees, the duration of courses was to be longer than the period req'uired for a degree in
a British University in the same subject. For these reasons, the Yaba College scheme
evoked a widespread resentment and condemnation in political circles in Lagos and in
some areas of Southern Nigeria.?? In order to canalise the objections of Nigeria's in-.
telligentsia and to bresent a united front to the Ni
Movement was formed in 1934 and was re-chri
1936.2
A mass meeting was then held in the Glov

1934. There was a very large number of people in attendance, among whom were Dr.
Oguntola Sapara, the Honourable T. A. Doherty, Dr. M. R. Macaulay, Dr. M. Abéyomi.
Dr. J.K. Vaughan, Messrs. Q. Alakija, Ernest Ikoli, A. S. Akisanya, and Dr. A. Maja.

Before the meeting ended it unequivocally deprecated the manner of introduction
and execution of the Yaba Higher College Scheme. It claimed to represent the in-
telligentsia of Lagos :and agreed with Henry Carr’s earlier remark that the scheme was

“shy and tentative”. The meeting then passed a seven-point resolution stating, among
Other things, that:

, including medicine. arts, agriculture,

gerian Government, the Lagos Youth
stened Nigerian Youth Movement in

er Memorial Hall on Saturday, March 17,

It is considered inimical to the highest interest of Nigeria to flood the country with a
class of mass produced men whose standard of qualification mus

t be necessarily
deficient owing to the limited facilities

available locally as regards material and staff 24

The Youth Movement later submitted a memorandum to
Up its resolutions. T
fol]ows:u

I that prospectus and syllabus be prepared and published for the information of the public;

2. that students be encouraged to 'takeexternal examinationof British Universities and that
courses of studies be so arranged to make it easy for those who might desire to go for
higher studies in Europe at their own expense and the period spent at the Yaba College
should be counted in their favour in any field of study they wished to pursue;

3. that the government should make definite provisions for scholarship awards to Nigerian
boys who show special  abilities to study in British Universities and that such an

arrangement shold form part of Nigerian Educational Policy so that it might be possible

Or boys to begin their higher education at the Yaba College and to complete same in
l{umpc;

the government to follow
he issues contained in the memorandum may be summarised as

f

4 That there should be no discrimination against men who qualified atthe Yaba Colelge in
N tavour of men trained abroad as regards entry into the civil service:



{ ] ) . at; 8
that in the training of teachers a general high standard of efficiency should be aimed ’

(le that a board or a “council of control” should be set up for the administration and
' a ; s o . 4 L

anagement of the affairs of the college: i
7 :]r::{ l;e standard of admission into the college should be by the Secondary Sch

V Leaving Certificate and not the then used methods of admission which the Director of
‘ea : . "
Education described as “by personal selection and oral tests”.

All the memorandum achieved were explanations by Hussey, Fhe then-Dirfactor 0:'
Education in Nigeria, as to the good intentions of the government lq the mtabllshr.ner(\j
fl:he college. The government went ahead with the scheme as originally COI.'ICCIVC i
° Although the movement was primarily formed to protest againsf the estabhshm:,:t
of the Yaba College, it quickly assumed a politiqal complexion. Thl; was b:ar(]::ucs:use: |
Nigeria National Democratic Party (NNDP)., which had been championing .
of Nigerians since 1923, had suddenly become an ally of the Governm:nt fotl.lowm.fl ’
s ili i the dramatic rein-
| tory measures. These included ;
Governor Cameron’s reconcilia . b " e
i f Lagos) in 1931 26, the establishmen |
statement of the Eleko (the king o hig
court system which allowed litigants and accused persons 'to appeal from provmc;lal
Courts to High Courts. This right had been denied them in the past. Cameronl. vtvhot |
; . nerc -
igeri 1931 and 1935, also established the principle
was Governor of Nigeria between ! . - 1
“native’” courts should not exercise jurisdiction over educated Africans thho.ut the ad f
vice and consent of the Legislative Council.?” These measures not'only senouslye(;u.'xt- |
dermined the role of the NNDP as a critic of the government, but it also weakened i (
About thjs development, Cole writes: ) L 1
' t'hl1s’he appeal of the NNDP lay principally in its outspok;:n ogp‘(ismonotcoia;:‘j ‘
: ble to ‘make the NNDP and its asso ‘
government; Cameron was a s sssochiy
.. Macaulay was by temperame £ |
newspapers pro-government. .. ,  ren
' D >ollaborator the garment did not fit. He.
hen he left that role to become a colla . :
z:zpz:]ently despaired and concentrated more and more of his efforts on the;{‘,

i/
House of Dosunmu.?® ' . 8
It was the vacuum thus created by the decline of the NNDP that NYM tried to fill.

Not much is known about the activities of the NYM between !934 ?md l93r(8>.r ?::
the 1938 Lagos Town Council elections resulted in a. sweepmg vnf:tor():/ o ;
Movement’s candidates.?® It also won the three Lagos seats in the. Legislative D(:i?ng .t’s
thereby putting an end to the NNDP’s electoral _monopoly in Lalgoi: o
preparations for the 1938 elections, the NYM organised a powerful elec 10l Abayomi,L
and set up an executive committee made up of twelve. members. Kofoworo.z o me‘-‘
a well known Yoruba druggist and ophthalmologist®!, wa.s madfe P.re51 en o
Movement while Ernest Sessei Ikoli, an Ijo and editor of var}ous ngerlan nl;ws'ige ‘
between 1922 and 1934’2, was made Vice-President. Hezekiah Oladipo ag;nin;n@
Yoruba lawyer and journalist, was made Secretary ofth.e Movemer‘n. Other pr gy
members of the Movement included Hamzat, A. Subair, Obafemi Awolowz, iy m‘
Ladoke Akintola, Ogugua-Arab, J. A. Tuyo and Duro Emmanuel. Before stlx ysl :,en i,
activities of the Movement it is worthwhile to look at one of th.e.momen loumento .(
which affected the life of the Movement for good or.iH’ and the political deve (;;S) . oj:
Nigeria in general. This is the arrival of Nnamdi Azikiwe, popularly known . Of

the Nigerian political scene. 1

|
\
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THE EMERGENCE OF NNAMDI AZIKIWE

In 1934, Azikiwe returned to West Africa, having successfully studied in America
where he obtained two Masters Degrees’. His applications for employment in govern-
ment or semi-government establishments in Liberia, the Gold Coast (now Ghana) and
Nigeria were cleverly rebuffed in spite of his educationgl attainments.’® Out of
frustration, Zik went to the Gold Coast and became the editor of the Accra Morning
Post.’* On Friday, May 15. 1936 the paper published an article captioned “Has the
African a God™? written by I.T.A. Wallace-Johnson, a Sierra Leonean labour
leader and politician, then resident in Ghana. The article was very critical of colonial
rule in Africa and the words used were pungent. In 1937 Azikiwe and Wallace-
Johnson were convicted for sedition, but Azikiwe was later acquitted on appeal.’” He
returned to Nigeria in the same year. He immediately enrolled as a member of the
Youth Movement and was elected into its Central Executive Committee.’® On Novem-
ber 12, 1937 Azikiwe founded the Wess African Pilor*® with the symbolic motto: “show
the light and the people will find the way". The Youth Movement began to publish a
news-sheet called the “Service”, which was later converted to a daily newspaper, the
Duaily Service and was edited by Ernest Ikoli, Vice-President of the Movement. Even
though the Pilor espoused the cause of the Youth Movement, the Daily Service was its
official organ.

The founding of the West African Pilot in November 1937 by Azikiwe started a
new era in journalism in Nigeria. In his opening address at the launching of the paper,
Azikiwe described the editorialship as “‘the sentinel of popular liberty and guardian of
civilisation whose: supreme task was to make assertions in unequivocal tems™ 40
.\Ilhough. like most Nigerian newspapers of the period, it was published in lLagos, it
was nevertheless distributed throughout the length and breadth of the country. It
Catered for the interest of the ordinary man in the country as well as that of the Lagos
intelligentsia.  Azikiwe brought with him what has been aptly described as “the sen-
Stonalism and pugnacity of American yellow journalism and particularly the obsessive
ce-consciousness of American Negro Newspapers” to Nigeria.*! His editorials, which
Vi¢ie often bhold and daring, cenired around the theme of injustices of colonialism and
ricial inequalities., In their stinging attacks on the government the editorials advocated
POsitive and radical actions to right the wrongs. The coutnry-wide circulation of the
Mgt African Pilot was an imporlgnt factor in the awakening of national consciousness
N Nigeria. In the words of Eppelle: “... it was the principal instrument with which Dr,
AZikiwe fanned the embers of Nigerian nationalism into a bright glow™ 42 Thus,
AZikiwe was an important asset to the Youth Movement. He soon joined the other
Salwarts of the Movement to form what Obafemi Awolowo has described as the
famoug “volcanic nationalist quartet” of Ikoli, Akisanya, H.O. Davies and Azikiwe. 4

When Azikiwe arrived on the Niéerian political scene, the main strength and
membership of the Youth Movement was in Lagos and the Western Provinces of
Nigeria, Nearly thiree-quarters of its membership were said to be:  Yoruba, who were at
the time educationally and economically in advance of other ethnic groups in Nigeria
and, Consequently, in a better position to take the lead in nationalist politics.*¢ Up to this

65




; ; LI B i ks Dl
bo were marginally involved in nationalist politics in Nigeria. Aziki
gbo

e, nt in Nigeria. Until
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the age of twenty-one.It expressed the dissatisfaction of the Movement with the prin-
ciple and practice of the Indirect Rule System.

The Economic Charter demanded equal economic opportunities for foreigners and
Nigerians and stated:

We pledge ourselves to éncourage and support all forms of local industry. It should be our

duty to protect all Africans in industry and to resist every attempt by foreigners to crush
them out of the field....5

The Cultural and Social Charter stated that the Movement believed that mass
education should be the true pivot of the educational policy of the government. It urged
the government to make elementary education gradually free and compulsory.

Organisationally, the Youth Movement strove to. become a nation-wide political
body. In October 1938, it was reported that the mem'bership of the Movement, with 40
branches outside Lagos, was over 20,000.%% Its most important branches were those
established in such centres as Ibadan, ljebu-Ode, Warri, Benin-City, Aba, Enugu, Port
Harcourt, Calabar, Jos, Kaduna, Zaria, Kano, Sapele, Ilesa, Uyo, Ejirin, Makurdi and
Yelwa.5¢

By the establishment of these branches the Movement had stretched much farther
afield than the Democratic Party ever attempted to do. The Movement is usually regarde
as a southern part by some writers because its northern branches were mainly composed
of southerners who were resident there. This was not a deliberate policy of the
Movement. It was due to the hostile attitude of the British colonial officials and of the
emirs in the north to political organisations, particularly those with southern con-
nections. The attitude of the emirs should not surprise anyone if it is realised that all of
them were holding their offices thanks to the colonial officials. Any organisation like the
NYM, which attacked the policies of these officials, was seen as a threat to their in-
terest. In spite of the hostility, there was an active branch of the Movemeh't in Jos em-
bracing northerners and southerners.** Some courageous norfherners like Mallam
Jumare enrolled as member of the Movement. Perhaps many more would have
enrolled but for the repressive attitude of the British officials and their agents. The un-

Palatable experience of Mallam Jumare served as a warning to other northerners who
Might have been interested in the Movement. Jumare lost his post as a teacher because
he became a member of the Movement and had to be employed in its secretariat in
Lagos, 56
In pursuance of its nation-wide objectives, the Movement, in general, constantly
Criticised al| unpopular governmental policies throughout the country. Among other
things, jt demanded the Africanisation of the civil service, the abolition or reform of the
Ndirect Ryje System, the representation of the provinces, including the North, in the
gislative Council, government support for African business entrepreneurs, im-
Provement of the conditions of service of the employees of the commercial houses in the
untry and aid for farmers and rural communities.’ In addition to all this, the Youth
Ovement encouraged the organisation of trade unions in the country and some of
M are believed to have owed the drafting of their constitutions to it **
" Three important events, however, brought the Movement into the limelight. The
ISt wag the unflinching support it gave to the Nigerian Motor Transporters Union in its
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rather than in terms of parochial Lagos interests or in terms of the interests of a par-
ticular ethnic group. The Movement had prov
educated elite from the
one voice. It

ided an important political forum for the
various ethnic groups in the country- so they could speak with
had done much more than any other political party up to that point to
awaken political consciousness among Nigerians. Coleman has the following to say
about the performances of the NYM:
During the brief period 1938— 1941, when Davies and Azikiwe (both in their early thir-
ties) were active in the Youth Movement, there was a remarkable awakening among three

new and potentially powerful groups: educated non-Yorubas, vouths of all tribes, and the
emergent middleclass in the cocoa area of the Yoruba provinces. %%

I'he  NYM certainly represents the first major attempt to organise a political party at a
national level. fhe importance of the Movement lay in the fact that it was the last
political organisation in which most of the Southern political leaders, who later played
prominent roles in Nigeria politics. worked under one umbrella.” Awolowo and
\zikiwe, great leaders of two of the three major ethnic groups in Ngieria and who have
been foremost in making Nigeria what it is. belonged to the same party and worked for

the same National objectives until 1941. Since that date. no alliance between the two
lcaders has succeeded.

THE SHORTCOMINGS OF THE MOVEMENT

In spite of what the Movement tried to achieve, it had its shortcomings. Like other
political parties of the period, it professed loyalty to the British Crown and wanted to
maintain the link with the British Empire. During a general meeting of the Movement
held on September 15, 1938, leaders of the party declared that they renewed their
allegiance to His majesty the king of England and said that they pledged themselves to
give their support loyally and unreservedly to “His Majesty’s Government in any
emergency that might arise”.®® Most of the meetings of the Movement terminated with
the singing of a few stanzas of the British national anthem.®® In fact, it would appear
that the leaders of the Movement took pride in being under the British colonial rule. It is
often reported with. glee that it was the body that forced the British Government to
deny the rumour that Nigeria was being transferred to Hitler as part of its appeasement
policy in 19387 thus creating the impression that British colonialism was better than
German colonialism. One ‘would like tosay that colonialism is colonialism, it does not
Matter under whom. As Samora Machel once said: “Colonialism has no race.... A
Parasite is a parasite and feeds on blood, 7!

To the leaders of the Movement, the British appeared to be unassailable. They were

ot prepared to organise a violent revolution. In short, they were not ready to seize in-
d

“pendence but were satisfied to mature into self-government. Their aim was not to
OVerthrow the system but to reform it gradually and to improve their lot. It would ap-
Pear that members of the Movement, who were mainly the educated elite, had a class
Mierest (o protect. They hoped to inherit and enjoy the colonial privileges if self-rule was
e‘Ul\lll'all_\/ achieved. As Hussain has pointed out:
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THE AFTERMATH OF THE DECLINE

The collapse of the Youth Movement marked the end of an era in the growth of
Nigerian nationalism and the beginning of another. The leaders of the party had seen
themselves as Nigerian nationalists and not in terms of their ethnic group. They
manifested their pan-Nigerian orientation and commitment in their responses to such
issues as “the double licence” of 1937, the ban on the exportation of palm kernels, the
“cocoa pool”, mass compulsory and free éducation, universal adult suffrage, protection
of Nigerians against unequal economic oompetition,Africanisation of hte civil service,
the separation of the judiciary from the Executive, and many other national issues. The
NYM strove hard to extend political awakening and national consciousness farther afield
than any of the earlier political parties in the country. About the role of the Movement,
Awolowo has the following to say:

By its intrepid and enlightened leadership, it emboldened agitators in the country, regardless

of where they lived, to speak their minds and damn the consequences. It provided a =
unique platform for the unification of all the diverse ethnic groups that constitute Nigeria,

and a forum whereon all conscientious and right-thinking Nigerian patriots and nationalists
could unfold their ideas and display their talents for the common good.*

With the decline of the Movement, the organisation of political parties in the coun-
try began to take a different form. The split in the NYM, to a large extent, helped to set =

the stage for the events which started the politicisation of ethnicity in the country. In i

the words of Moyibi Amoda, this “might be called the most important episode in the

history of Nigeria because it set a precedent which has yet to be reversed” ** When it

became clear that the hope that the party would eventually emerge as a powerful in-

strument for the nationalist struggle for independence had been smashed, itsadherents
were dispirited and frustrated. For instance, H.O. Davies, who had been one of: the |
pillars of the Movement, decamped and accepted an appointment under the government [
of which he had always been an ardent critic. Awolowo, who had pinned his political j}
hope on the Movement which he saw as vigilant and dynamic and which he had‘(
credited with the genesis of political awakening in Nigeria, expressed his disappointment.
in the following sentences: ‘'l saw no future for the Movement. But if the Nv10\'e|nent
became moribund, what follows? It was a baleful thought” 3" Perhaps as a result of thi!?i’
situation, Awolowo concluded that the realities of the country did not support his.
original position on the ideal of a single nationalism in Nigeria. This may have led him\\,.
to two significant issues. The first was the development of his political ideas on a federal -
system of government in Nigeria whereby each cthnic group would he allowed to v,
develop socially, politically and economically along its own lines. For him. this was
crucial to the building of a lasting national unity in the country. Secondly. and directl)’;
arising from the first, he decided to form an organisation that would weld together the:
Yoruba-speaking people as first practical step in that direction.*® The organisation Was§
formed in London in 1945 and called the Egbe Onio Oduduwa (The Society of the
descendants of Oduduwa, the cultural hero and progenitor of the Yoruba people).“?‘
Another important issue worthy of note is that, in spite of the laudable objectives.
which the NYM set for itself, what finally broke it was in no way connected with th?

72

conflictin i
g interest of the masses of the people. Although several forces were at work

1 pp&l‘ th h Cris W the economi a"d lOleSSlollal
t W()uld a at t € Ovellldmg 1ssue in the
18IS as C p

. ! party — the possessi i
nationalist pr aiifis ! _ on and exclusive control
press. This is a theme which continues to recur in th P ; of the
the country. e political experience of




FOOTNOTES

|. Patrick Cole, Modern and Traditional Elites in the Politics of Lagos (London, Cambridge

University Press, 1975), p. 151.
2. Joan Wherea, The Nigerian Legislative Council (London, Faber and Faber, 1950), p. 149.

3. Michel Crowder, West Africa Under Colonial Rule (London, Hutchinson, 1968), p. 465.
4. As late as 1900 the Registrar of the Supreme Court, the Colonial Treasurer and the Post-
master-General in Nigeria were Africans. See J. B. Webster et al., The Growth of African
Civilisation: The Revolutionary Years. West Africa Since 1800 (London, Longmans Green,

1967), p. 145.
5. Rex Akpofure and M. Crowder

and Faber, 1966), p. 202.

6. Id., p. 203.
7. Michael Crowder, The Story of Nigeria (London, Faber and Faber, 1978), p. 216.

8. Editorial Notes, “Social and Economic Progress in Nigeria”, Journal of African Society, Vol.
XXXI, No. CXXIV, July 1932, p. 322..

(eds.), Nigeria: A Modern History for Schools (London, Faber

9. Ibid.
10. Nigerian Legislative Council Debates, September 28, 1929, pp. 12—13, September 30, 1929,
pp. 36 and 41.
An -Address

“Political and Administrative Problems of Nigeria',

11. C. C. Adeniyi-Jones,
Union in London, West African, September 8, 1928,

delivered to the West African Students
p. 1224

12. Nigerian Handbook, 1926, pp. 220—221.

13. Fred T. A. Omu, Press and Politics in Nigeria, 1880 — 1937 (Ibadan, Longman 1978), p.

166.
14. Anthony Enahoro, Fugitive Offender: An Autobiography (London, Cassel, 1965), p. 65.

15. West Africa, August 15, 1925, p. 1002.
16. J. S. Coleman, Nigeria:
Press, 1971), p. 204.

17. Id., p. 206.
18. Philip Garique, “The West African Students Union: A Study in Cultural Contact,

Vol. XXIII, No. 1, January 1953, pp. 55—59.

19. West Africa, January 31, 1953, pp. 85—87.

20. Id., March 3, 1934, p. 217. The Governor had earlier told th
purpose of the college was “to provide the mac

the position in Nigeria in the
are entitled and which in the past they have not been able to attain because Government had

not supplied them the means to acquire the qualifications necessary for those posts”. ]

Legislative Council Debates, February 11, 1932, p. 62.
21. Obafemi Awolowo, Awo: The Autobiography of Chief Obafemi Awolowo
bridge University Press, 1960), pp. 115—116.
22. West Africa, June 9, 1934, p. 634.
23. Okoi Arikpo, The Development of Modern Nigeria (London,
24. The Nigerian Daily Times, March 19, 1934.

25. The Nigerian Daily Telegraph, May 22, 1934. 14
26. The Eleko Eshugbayi (King of Lagos), having got into trouble with the government. Wé

deported to Oyo in 1925. Macaulay was the leading supporter of the'_Eleko. ! See the detai
in Tekena Tamono, Herbert Macaulay, Nigerian Patriot (London, Heinemann, 1975), pP:
29—34. Cole, Modern and Traditional Elites in the Politics of Lagos, pp. 152—153.

27. Ibid.

28. Ibid.

29. West Africa, June 25, 1938, p. 845.
30. Jd.. November 19, 1938, p. 1608.

74

Background to Nationalism (Berkeley, University of California

" Africa,

e ‘Legislative Council that the .
hinery whereby Africans will be able to attain
Public Services and outside the Public Services to which they

Penquin Books, 1967), p- 58.

31. Abayomi had a ch
equered and interesti
After graduati ing career as a druggist i ;
1917. gDu:in;nfhgwo:r: \}V”'ey Boys High School, Laif,s" hs:l::l:i?e: medical studen;.
dispenser. In 1922 he went ar I he served with the British forces in the (afs earugsist in
nt to the University of Edinburgh, where hard w ar|:1¢roons as a
i or. Wn“ him

many distinctions. He recei
32. Ikoli establish i ived the M.B., Ch.B. degree from i sl
“Father” 0;. Ne?ge};;:)nnse'” as thF leading journalist in the country tal:zi lci‘:)vert:ty N 1.928‘
journalism. The theme of most of his editorials ewa_«; br:i::f)wn as
] rian in-

dependence. He was a me
b mber of the Legislati i
T e islative Council from
At | er;-a).:c;zm _?fh elnltzje'pe'n'dem Afigeria, p.6. Who's whol,'g:l/v::o,l-lgfﬁ f)ee.lM?r'f‘oh.
3 e » » I'he Nigerian Printing and Publishing C . 5. pidiTh
ad his education in the Methodist Boys High Schoogl &n;gsan )Il<llr;;ds’ (!‘9151’6, p'1167.
. . i . 5 ¥ il
il I T e mics, 'where he achieved distinctions as a student | i
B B L in the Middle Temple, London from 1944 to 1947 .
oo 1oy bri"‘e ollowing: “He was a remarkable man with many disti ' A'bom
soaccoIe o g éeniu lfant icholar and writer, a fearless and resourceful . _lSth.UIShed
o, tnenor and genius of the “Youth Charter”, a dazzing theoretcian e o
jd i o i : .such rapidity that he was later written off b Pounded On'e
. ooy Lif: ofl: Y/:snom(uy“. In: Obafemi Awolowo op. cit., p I§5mOSt o
; )f Azikiwe (Harmondsworth, En enguin Afri ‘
, England, Penguin Af

p.86, rican Seri
7 , 1965)
35. Azikiwe, My Od A .
) lyssey: i
161—167. Vi An Autobiography (New York, Praeger Publishers 1970), pp

36. West Africa, Ju

37. M., pp. l34;'ll3);.28‘ AT

38. Awolowo, op. cit., p. 133

39. Omu, op. cit., p. 68. ’

40. /d., p. 69.

41. Coleman, op.cit., p.223

42.Sam Epelle, The Promise

:: ;\wolowo, op.cit., p.133.
l:adgn 1 32].98‘g)unleye Agunbiade-Bamishe, Know the Yorubas
- ms,t e ). On page 36 he quotes H. Kano Offonry as s'ayi
. Yoru[)as rla:.lteachers, clerk§. lawyers, doctors, engineers
s T (.)‘.,e\:-vse;: tl:)z:)s :;ld Ibibios, and other tribes have re
ek T u;n la.wyers and doctors a good number of Yoruba families
i IR A g eram.)ns of such professional men”. Offonry is said e, ‘have

i frican Review of December 1947, pp 1423_”2:31 iyt

. Rl.(.hald | r, Ni rian Poli cal Ial’l P nceton vers ty Fles y 963 P 55
- Skla " igeria, Illi a ies ( ri Unl i S l )
) ) . .

- See L. C. Gwam, G
i » Great Nigeri ; . as 45
- Jones-Quartey, op.cit., p‘l“é:;'ermns (A Daily Times Publication, 1967).

- Colema i
49. Ibig, n, op.cit, p.224.

The West African Filot, October 20, 1938

Jones-Quartey, op. cir., p. 188

of Nigeria, (London: Pan Books Ltd., 1960), p.34

(The Sketch Publishing Co.,
ng: “There is no doubt that
and ministers of religion were
cently been welcoming home

“‘I Exml pts f 0 N ter IlaVe bee oduced y w
rom (he YM Char
1 n repr d
g .' . ll 'l . b; A OLOWO, see Awolow(), Op.(i‘..
- he Dailv S rvi 4 9
5 . i A ervice, October 2 N | 38
-G (0} Vi baro Ik me (ed.) (;'mundwork 0, ngeuan
\J. Olusanya "Nat' i
) > ’ 1onalist MO ements” in O ar i
56 B (lbadan: Helnemann Educationa] BOOkS ngerl; Ltd .1'980) 559 f ' :
Story ) , P. 3

57 é\wolowo. op.cit., p.116.
_ Aoleman. op.cit., p.226.
Wolowo, op.cit., p.124.




59. Id., pp- I25-—lis.
CId., pp.123—124.
2? l‘Vesl Africa, March §, 1938, p. 269.
. Ibid.
gi I1d.. April 2, 1938, ;2:|2T
4. Coleman, op.cit., P. 5
° “should whole-heartedly adopt theq) it o
3 oa and put the whole weight of its aut 9r y 5
;0:2479' Journal of the Roval African Society, ‘
207—209. i
65. Awolowo, op.cit., pp.128—131.

At ' . i . B € h mas, SO
7. Iti Sign“lm‘llt to note that men like S.L. Aklnmla. lkoll, H. 0. Da 1€s
67. It s \' ()d l (o)

i i igerian
Sa | Akisanya, O. A. Alakija, who later played prominent roles in Nig
Sonibare, muel ., O
politics, were all members of the NYMci lm
68. The West African Pilot, Sptember 16 an A

70 Aw‘ olowo. 4 W ri R VIEew 1 [ F l . p3 .
‘ I ., Op cit P l2 est Aj.i('a" ev 7y V l. . . 136. A
3 . o s v 0 NO 36 Januaryv 9 | 9 ]

ri 1980, p. 1269. y
Wi African, July 14, P i
;'l’ ‘;‘I‘I: Hussain, “The Educated [-_I!(e. Assj‘fllal.llif.s., T;I'“
N Lmd Nationalism ™. in: Jowrnal of the Historical !
1974, p. 496.
73. Sklar. op. cit.. p. 54
74. Awolowo, op.cit., p.146.

' - ] is Gol ‘oast (Ghana) el“plo_vl“cn!. This sum was
7 ikiwe hi Save | .0()0 PIU\.' Irom his G d Coas Gh
6. Azikiwe had sa ed L S S

raise O abol is f i ri S V ‘thi.fiﬂilial
d 5 i i 5 f s famil :'and hlend. . I( was on

i b L £ 000 by (‘Ontl'lhutl()nh from his 4 S S S

aised c 1 t A V.

Commission in its report recommended that the Goverr:(:?:t
o rative system as the desirable method of mar g
ol d it". West Africa, October 29, 1938,
XXXIII, No. CLI, April 1939, pp.

z;lioninlists: A Note on African Nationalists
¢iy ofNigeria, Vol. VII. No. 3 December

. & ¢ s . .y 145—146. ‘;.
i i { ded ]()ne“ T Qll'lrtev op. ¢ 1t PP i
that Press l,lmlted was foun w

( B[)ltﬂ]] /4|k

77 Ihe West African Pilor. yebruary 2.1.112”..\7iki“¢‘ ]
78. Jones-Quartey. op cil.. pp. I4455 —1—46 LY

79. Jones-Quartev. op.cil., Pp.l i
80. Eme O. Awa. Federal Government i

323—325.

Niveria (Berketev. U.S.A.. Univerity ol California
Nigeric il

Press. 1964), p.97. )

81. Jones-Quartey. op.cit.. p. 136
82. Awolowo, op.cit.,
83. /d.. p.136. ¥
84. Babatunde, Abraham Will

ism in Nigeri i disser-
iams. Nationalism and Federalism in Nigeria, unpublished h

pp.133—134. |

iversi " inoi LS |
ton for the Ph.D. Degree of the University of lllinois. 1959 p .
tatic A

5. Awolowo, op.cit., p.131.

g() Moyibi Amoda, “Background to the Copﬂl(:I. i

. 1914—1964" in Joseph Okpaku (ed..). Nigeria: Di \;‘
World Press. 1972), p.18.

n . vk w (4] nle‘l own lbo Fedelﬂli'
. eed, /

A Summary of Nigerian Political History

1
i

)

i
Union in 1944,

89. Awolowo. op.cit.,

p.168.

‘ . “‘L |
emma of Nationhood. (New York, Thll‘d‘; i

g

NIGERIA’S ECONOMIC CRISIS: SOME ATTEMPTED
SOLUTIONS*

Ifeyori I. Ihimodu**

INTRODUCTION

The present economic crisis in Nigeria stems from the very sharp decline in the
receipts from the sale of petroleum as a result of a fall in the demand for this com-
modity. With a given fall in the demand for oit, assuming a constant
in the foreign exchange earnings and consequently a decline in th
reserves. These reserves were accumulated over the years mainly from the sale of
petroleum oil. Between 1979 and 1981, for example, oil production fell by about 38 %
while oil export fell by 46 % . Before the oil boom the foreign exchange reserves were
quite high as a result of the proceeds of agricultural exports which were managed by the
export monopolies of the marketing boards. For Nigeria, as an importer of many com-
modities, a fall in the foreign exchange earnings and a depleting of foreign exchange
reserves imply a reduction in the ability to import goods and services and, consequently,
a fall in the standard of living. A decline in the receipts from oil has implications for
domestic revenues since the former constitute a large proportion of these revenues. The
ability of government to maintain existing services or to create new ones would,
therefore, be adversely affected,
The oil sector has been playing a significant role in the Nigerian economy since the
mid-1970s. It has provided the means for the dramatic growth witnessed in all the
sectors of the economy in the parameters like the national income, consumption,
government revenues, foreign exchange earnings and reserves. For example, the
national income rose from about 2¢5.2 billion in 1970 to :40.4 billion in 1979. Gross
Capital formation increased from about ¥0.9 billion to about 2¢12.2 billion during the
same period.! Just as oil has led to increased incomes, so also has it enabled the
conomy to import goods and services which have to be paid for in foreign exchange.

Between 1970 and 1979, exports rose from about N0'.89 billion to about N|1.0 billion.

Imports, on the other hand, increased from about 20.76 billion to 2#9.5 billion during
the same period. It can be seen,

therefore, that the oil sector has a dominant influence
On the Nigerian economy.
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