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‘Ihe growth of Fascism in Uganda was not a mere accident. It was a policy which
had been followed both intentionally and unwittingly right from the onset of British
colonial rule.

regime to consolidate itself: first, the inherent and chronic conditions in Ugandan
society, most of which were colonial in origin; second, and perhaps more important,
the big international powers who came to its rescue, notably Israel, Britain, France,
the US; the Soviet Union and Arab proxies such as Libya and Saudi Arabia. Later,
through inter—imperialist rivalry for political and economic dominance, the US and
the Soviet Union emerged as the main life—support mechanisms of the regime, the
US giving the regime an economic leverage through trade, while the Soviet Union
propped up its millitary machine.

Meanwhile, domestically, the regime faced perpetual crisis through lack of
legitimacy and resorted to terror as the ultimate weapon to subdue the people.

Although Mamdani’s analysis of both internal and external factors which gave
the regime sustenance is accurate, there are some flaws in his analysis of specific

it was no surprise and no accident than Amin, sensing this power contention, used his

the masseslestithey be vindicated for having latently abetted an anti— people regime.

These imperfections not withstanding, Mamdani successfully poses the case that'
the Amin regime was the brainchild of Western interest and Soviet social'
imperialism. :
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